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he struggle against the Sardar Sarovar dam on the Narmada river reached at its peak when the

Sangharsh Yatra was Jaunched on December 25, 1990. The sangharsh Yatra consisted of a 5000
strong population faced with displacement, along with a large number of social activists, environmen-
talists and human rights activists and groups. This non-viclent protest was meant to raise awareness
and mobilisation amang the people of Gujarat about the social and environmental effects of this dam.
After travelling 200 kms, the Yatra was stopped at the Madhya Pradesh - Gujarat border by the Gujarat
Government.

The Gujarat authorities adopted aggressive and inflexible postures towards the Yatra. They
declared that there was no nesd to negotiate with the agitators either on the question of reducing the
height of the proposed dam or even temporarily halting the on-going construction activities, leave
aside reviewing the project altogether,

Andolan people have consistently and categorically persisted that the project be reviewed al-
together. The activists are questioning everything about the project - the scale, the design, the official-
ly stated cost-benefit ratio, the schemes for rehabilitation of 3,00,000 people (hereby half of whaom
being tribals), submergence of 1,45,000 hectares of land {much of it being valuable forests) and the
plants for compensatory afforestation.

The struggle against this dam project is being fought on many fronts, involving a vartety of groups
and ndividuals seeking diverse forums and forms of dissent — trom villages in the Narmada Valley,
facing displacerment, to the headquarters of the World Bank and Japanese Overseas Development Aid -
{(World Bank and Japan are major funders of this project). The struggle is not anly limited to the con-
cerned state and naticnal capitals but also spreading across many countries arcund the world,

Thus, when this non-viclent protest ended after many of the activists went on a hunger-strike, the
World Bank agreed to initiate the review of this project from social and environmental angles and
Japan withdrew its funding from the project. But still at the national Jevel, there seems no apparent
change in the attitude of state and national governments as the construction work is still on.

Yet, we have learnt a few lessons from the Sangharsh Yatra. Firstly, the negative role of local
media in the popular movements like Narmada. Throughout Yaira, the media launched a disinforma-
tion campaign to discredit and divide the marchers and create a state of hysteria amongst supportars
of the dam. This was carried out on a ‘seff-censorship’ principle, supported by local politicians,
authorities and contractors. Secondly, when true nature of the State (with its vested clandestine inter-
ests) was exposed and threatened, it used torce to stop the non-violent march. These experiences
coupled with other such environment-preservation ventures would be valuable and meaningful to
similar popular movements against other destructive developmental colossals like the Narmada
Sarovar Dam,
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SPOTLIGHT

ARREST OF AN ENVIRONMENTALIST 7

{Nothing needs to be said
about the crimes committed by
the forest depariment against
the forest dweliars and poor
people. The - arrest of
Mr.Sitaram Sonwani, an en-
vironmentalist, who bhas been
orgarising the ibals of
Gariaband tehsil of Raipur dis-
trict, Madhya Predesh against
tha ifegal felling of Treas by
coniractors, forests and police
officiais is an example of this.
Here js an extract from the
report of a kctfinding team
published by P.U.C.L. Raipur.
This report is avaitable for Rs.5
frorm  A-38, Shanker Nagar,
Raipur, Madfya Pradesh - 492
m?'J -

Sitaram Sonvani, a social
worker from Gariaband Tahsil
of Raipur District in Madhya
Pradesh was taken for inter-
rogation by the Police and
Forest Ranger on  September
10, 1990 around 3 p.m. from

‘Village Piparcheri, where Son-

vani has been living for the
past five years. His colleagues
were assured by these officials
that they were taking Sonvani
only for discussions; and that
he would be brought back by
them on time for participation In
ithe celebrations for Acharya
Vinoba Bhave Jayanti on 11th
September - for which prepara-
tions were being made by vil-
lage-folks and social workers of
the area.

It was o'nl',r when Sonvani
did not turn up that an exten-




sive search began for him. The
obvious place to enguire about
him was the Polica Station.
Arjun Singh Sidar - a co-worker
of Sonvani - had to swim
across the ficoded river to
reach Gariaband; onily to be
told by the Thanedar that the
police was not the keeper of
Sonvani and that he would be
put behind the bars if he did
not stop asking embarrassing
guestions to the police.

ik was, however, with the
cowperation of the high officials
that Sonavani could be traced to
the Raipur Central Jail. # was
also informed that Sorvani was
arrested under IPC Secticns 447
(crimirial trespass) ang 379
{theft}. Ataam of social activists
then met Sonvani in Jail and col-
lected background inforrmation.

Background

Sarjai Pani Reservad Forest
Area is located at the borders
of Patwari Halka Numbers 17
and 18 between Madanpur and
Rampur villages of Gariaband
Tahsil. This reserved forest
area has been without any
plants and trees for the past 25
years. The tribal-peasants
(helonging mostly to gond and
bhunjia tribes of the area) have
been cultivating the land for the
past 25 years or 30: Even
today, the boundaries of the
farm-plots are  prominently
standing four and a half feet
high. But, no tribal-peasant
has been provided with any
legal rights to cuftivate this
land, as yet.

Shri B.D. Sharma, Chairman,
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Commission
of the Government of India has
visited the land in question in

1888-849, There ara photographs
available showing B.0D. Sharma,

along with the iccal officials of

Gariaband and Sitaram Sorwani

with the Tribals cultivating the -

land. The officials agree that this
was a strong case of alicting the
land ta these fribal-peasanis.
Several petitions, memaran-
dums and prayers were sub-
mitted in the past five years
under the lzadership of Sitaram
Sonvani from local to district to
state level.

Inspite of it, the Forest
Ranger of Chura Forest Range
used the 100 acres of land for
Teak Plantation in 1989, cover-
ing this piace of land being cu!-
tivated by tribal-peasants for the
past 25 years. This infuriated the
tribal-peasants, who made
several representations to the of-
ficials and politicians. But, to no
awvail.

In the meantime, tha Chief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh,
Shri  Sunder Lal  Patwa
declared - after coming to
power that not only the
farmers cultivating government
vacant land in revenue but
forest villages will be provided
with land rights. This ean-
couraged the tribal-peasants to
reclaim their lost land in Garjai
Pani Reserved Forest Area.

it may not be out of place
toa mention that in 1977 the
govarnment had indeed given
land rights (Pattas) to the
farmers for forest land which
they were then cultivating. It is,

however, another matier that .

they were taken back by the
next Government in 1880.

The recent declaration of tha
Chief Minister encouraged many
others to reclalm the govern-

- a

ment land, spacially in forest
m in the whale of Chattis-

Madanpur and Rampur went to
Sitaram Sonvani for further ad-
vice, as he was ingtrurmental in.
awakening them about their
rights on the forest. As anen-
vironmertatist, Sonvani re-
iterated his earlier positiorr about
the harmful effacts of commer-
ciglisation of forests over the
neglect of tribal life. Sorwani
also darified his position on
plantation to Teak, Eucalyptus
and Pine. He advised them to
take necessary steps, even the
path of agitation, to reclaim their
ancestral land for the only means
of livelihood they wers left with.

Coupled with this advice
against the back-drop of the
Chief Minister's announcement,
a group of about fifteen tribai-
peasants went to Ganai Pani
area, and started clearing it of
the teak plants about a year cid.
in fact, they had removed some
75 plants carefulty and kept
these aside with the intention to
plantthese later onthe boundary
of the land, The plants kept now
in the Police Siation at
Gariaband stand witness to this
fact that the tribal-peasants had
no intentions to destroy the
plants,

Itis at this time that the forest
officials under the leadershin of
Forest Ranger reached the spot
and caught everyone of them.
The agricultural implements and
75 teak plants were also confis-
cated. The tribal-peasants {of
whom five were women) were




dumped In one jeep, and taken
to Forest Depot atvillage Parsuli.

The firibal-peasants were
booked under IPC 447 and 379,
and produced before the
Magistrate at Gariaband. Four-
teen out of thase 16 were
released on bail on 6th August,
and the remaining two on August
31, after they languished in
Raipur Central Jail for more than

25 days,

Conspiracy

The forest officials kept the
arrested at village Parsuli inside
the Forest Depot for almaost two
days and two nights. This time
was utilized 1o toriure them,
harasgs them and conspire 10 im-
plicate Sitaram Sonvani and
Sumitra Bai, the two social
workers of repute.

The Forest and Police offi-
cigls at Gariaband have
deliberately implicated Sitaram
Sonvani and Sumitra Bai be-
cause of their past activities in
axpasing the misdeeds of those

who negate the civil liberties and
democratic rights of the people.

Facts & Figures

The fact-finding team has es-
tablished the following facts :-

— That both Sitaram Sonvani
and Sumitra Bai were neither
present at the site of the
incident on 4.8.1980, nor
wera, in any way, committing
any crime by enabling these
tribal-peasants to reclaim
their lost land.

— That tha tribal-peasants had
been cultiving the disputed
land for the past 25 years,
and are entitled for land
rights. Their inherent rights
are being forcibly taken
away by the forest depart-
ment through teak planta-
tion on a land, yet 0 be
established as free for
forestry.

— That the forest and police
officials are using all unethi-
cal means at iheir disposal
to create an atmosphere of

fear and insecurity among
the tribal peasants 10 hide
their misdeeds.

That the present gowvern-
ment and some of its Mini-
siers are prejudiced against
the volurtary -organisation
by the name of PRAYOG, 1o
which Sitaram Sonvani has
bean - associated. There-
fore, this incident is being
used to vindicate the sccial
workers.

That the Government has
not been sensitive enough
to take immediate and ap-
propriale action on this mat-
tar, when the complaints
were {irst made to them.

LAND RECORDS MANUAL

Demystification of land records has been on the back of the minds of many individuals
concerned and Involved with people’s right over natural resources for a long time.

PRIA organised a workshop on ‘Land Records' during November 26- 28, ?;'I
which activists from Maharashtra, Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Orissa
took part. The out-llne of this manual was drawn up as a collective effort of the
participants at this workshop. The deliberations of this workshop also helped in
icdentitylng generalities and diversities in land-record systems in various provinces. This
manual will hopefully be able to provide a hroader framework for working at land records
and enthuse activists to work for related information at their local levels. Hopefully, it
may also trigger off soma collaborations among groups to |oln hands for a demystification
campaign at the regional level.

Copies in English are available in with PRIA. {Hindi version is under preparation},
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Workshop on the
Rajasthan Canal

Tha Rajasthan Canal, one of tha largest irmgation sys-
tems in the world, has ralsed a number of controver-
sies ranging from the long delays in its implementation
10 the social and ervironmental effects arising from the
canal construction llke waterdogging, salinity, changes
in crop pattern, etc.  In order to debate and discuss
stch issues related to this project a two-day workshop
was organised on February 17-18, 1891 by Urmul,

voluntary organisation, at Lunkarausar, Rajasthan. In -

this workshop, socia! activists, environmentalists,
govermnment cificials and representativas from volurtary
arganisations ook part.

For further detalls, cortact
Sanjay Ghose, URMUL,
Lunkarausar - 334 503, Bikaner, Rajasthan.

Workshop on Mansl-Wakal Project

PH[A glong with ASTHA, Ubeswar Vikas Mandal,
Chandeswar Kisan Sangharsh Samity and cther or-
ganisations, organised a three day workshop on the
theme ‘Mansi Wakal Project © Development of
Destruction’ at Udalpur durng 25-27 March 1931, Over
50 participants from 20 Non-Governmental organisa-
tions from Rajasthan and other states paricipated in
the deliberations. This 218 metre  long dam is
propased on the Mansl river, 60 kms South-West of
Udalpur city. The foundation stone was lald in June
19289. The purposs of the dam will be o meet the
grewing demand of Udaipur City as well as for in-
dustriat purpases. The Detaled Project Repart {DPR)
prepared by the irfgation depanment does not even
have a list of the villages to be displaced, leave alone
any sompensation for them. A study done by Chan-
deswar Kisan Sangharsh Samity shows that 23 viflages
wiltl be submerged by the Mansi-Wakal project,

For further datails write fo
Anita Mathur, Astha, Flot No. 4,
Bedla Road, Udaipur - 313 001,

Antl-Nuclear Convention, Kerala.

trong mass protast against the decision of installing
a nuclear power plant in Kerala is building up. The
attempt to start a nuclear plant at Kothamangalam had
tc be abandonad in 1983, owing to strong organtsed
protest from the local people. The state governmant
has renewed its efforts more intensely now under tha

cover of producing more electricity 1o meset tha
shortage of power experlenced alt over the state. The
state government has categorically said that it would
start a nuclear power plant at Kasargede district. The
antinuclear convention of 6th August at Calicut was
just an expression of the antbnuclear fesling that is
baing bulit up all over the state. {n this convention, it
was decided that paople should write to the Chief Mird-
star, demanding the withdrawal of the anti-people
project, conscientisation programme oh  nuclear
danger through meetings, exhibitions, publications etc.

For more dalails, wite o

F.J. Sebastian, Convenor,
Kozhikoda Town Hall,
Cherooty Road, Calicut, Kevala,

- Workshop on Paharla Tribe

RIA, in collaboration with local groups, organised a

three day workshop during 18-20 February at
Chandna, Godda district, Bihar on Paharla tribe and
role of voluntary agancles for their development. Over
30 participants from local groups amdd activists par-
ticipated in the dellberations. A report of the workshop
is prepara<.

For delails contact
Ghanshyam, Lok Jagrll Kendra,
Madhupur, Dist. Dacghar, Bihar - B15 353.

Seminar on Traditional Water
Harvesting Systems of India

Cantre for Sclence and Environment, organised a
seminar on Traditional Water Harvasting Systems
of India from Ogctaber 9-10, 1890. The objective was to
bring together academicians, officials, NGOs and jour-
nalists to discuss ang document various indigenous
water harvesting structures and their management sys-
tems. The emphasis was to document both the axist-
ing structures and those which bave disintegrated cver
time, their management systems and their relavance to
modemn water rmanagement. CSE is preparing a
proceedings of this seminar.

For further Infarmation, wiita o !
Centre for Sclence and Emvronmant,
F-6, Kaifash Colony, New Delki - 110 648.

Manya Prantha Chaitanya Yatra

A ‘padyatra’ is being organised between February
14th and April 6th, 1991 passing through & districts
of Andhra Pradesh and ona in Orissa. About 50 groups
from Andhra Pradesh and Qrissa have come togsther
t¢ join this foot march. The malkn purpose behind thls
footmarch is to document (with first hand exparience}
the hidden lssues imvolved in environmantal degraca-
ticn and to mobilise local pecie to artlculate their view

points.




Booklet on Narmacda Dams

In response to growing awareness among the
activists and general public on the Nasmada
Cams and issue, we have brought out a booklet
in Hindi on the Narmada dam controversy for
wider dissemination among the activists and
greups in Hindl - speaking areas of the country.
The booklet based on Baba Amte's English ar-
ticle is being distributed among the groups.

For copies, write o PRIA.

Green Film Guide

CBntre for Science and. Environment brought
out a catalogue of video films on environ-
ment. These fiims are divided intc 13 sub-
themes, A briet description of each film (with
producer, director and distributor's names and
acddresses) is given.

For copias write 10 ; Audio-visual Unit;
Centre for Science and Environment,
F-8, Kailash Colony, New Daihi - 110 048
Telephone ; 6433394

Bhoo Sarvekshan Gyan Jyoti (HIndI)
Vikas Kendra, Chandva,

rishi
Kbrnugh‘t out this document on Land Survey
guide. This is written in a very simple language.

For copy write tp :
Krishi Vikas Kendra, Busad,
Chandva, Palamau (Bihar),

The Land Acquisition Act and You

Muttipla Action Research Group brought out
this manual espacially for those facing the
problems of displacement and activists who are
working with them.

For copy, write to |
MARG, 113{A, Shahpur Jat,
Near Asiad Viffage, New Deihi - 110 016.

Palamau

MATERIAL
OF INTEREST

Damming the Three Gorges

his is a crigue on the Three Gorges Dam on

the Yangtze River in China by Probe Interna-
tional. This project will displace 1.2 million
pecple, acquire 32000 hectares of good agricul-
tural-land. The project is financed by CIDA. and
supervised by the World Bank. The Probe Inter-
national reviewed the 13 volume official feasibility
study with the help of nine experis frﬂm around
the world.

For details write to :
Probe Internationgl,

225 Brunswick Avenug,
Toronto, Ontaric, Canada.

The WWF-India-Quarterly

This is a quarterly newsletter of World Wide
Fund for Mature. The Various sections of thig
newslatter like Earth Watch, Action Plug, Naturse-
scope, World Scan, India Scan, Cross-roads etc.
giva an excellent coverage of a wide variety of is-
sues related to how communities Interact with
thelr envircnments.,

For details write o ;

WWF {india)

172-B, L odi Estats,
New Delki - 110 003,

Citizens’ Report on Environment

_ Academy of Gandhian Studies, Hyderabad

brought out a "Status of Environment in
Andhra Pradesh, Citizens' Report - 1990" in
Telegu language. An abridged version in English
is also available.

For coples, write ta :

Gandhi Peace Cantre,

A-2680, Sector 15 A, Noids,
Ghaziabad - 201 001, Litiar Pradesh.

D .




BUDK HEUIEW

RECORD OF RIGHTS AND
INVESTIGATION OF TITLE

Shri A.Y. Bhuskutg
Retirad Tahslidar

Published by :
Mukund Prakashan
Ashriwad Apartments
Lehar Ali, Chendall
Thane (W) - 400 601
Price Rs. 125/-.

Laws redating to Land are many
intha couniry. Since land is a state
subject, these laws vary from state
to state. Many laws enacted more
than 100 years ago are still ap-
plicable. And many of these have
bean amended several times.

There is no denying that the lan-
guaqe andd styie In which the law is
written and presented creates com-
plications for ordinary people to un-

derstand it. They are generally
shrouded in secrecy or mystified.
This has serious implications for a
poot peasant. Because of lack of
knowiledge, he needs a middle man
to help him or gives bribe to the
concerned officials to get relevant
documents to present his casatothe
court.

In the past few years, action
groups and saclal activists involved
inthe struggles related toland issues
are dealing with problems of mys-
tified land laws and procedures,
especially land records. Atthe same
timea, many activists are alsa making
efforts 1o demystity such laws and
praceduras sa that ordinary people
can understand and use them. The
Book "Recard of Rights and Inves-
tigation of Title” is an atempt by a
retired Tahsidar (tumed activist} in
thiz direction,

Il is rightly mentioned in the
preface of the book that "mere pos-
sessipn of a property by a person is
not the exclusive proof of the legal
ownership”. Knowledge of law-spe-
cialiy regarding ownership of
propeny-kacilitated the process of in-
vestigation of title, Very few people
know the process and those who
know have monopolised. The book
under review is an attempt to demys-
tify some of the Laws, nules and other

related provisions, village forms,
transfer rights and bow rights are
acquired, statutory restrictions on
transfer under different acts, at tha
same time loopholes, defects and
ireguiarities experienced in the
Maharashtra State.

The book is an outcome of
author's long association with the
revenuedepartment as well as social
action groups in Maharashira.
During the last span of his service as
Tahsidar, he was associated with a
social  organisation  “Vidhayak
Sansad’.  This group organised
several ‘Law Shibirs’ at different
places to give  preliminary
knowleage of record of rights and
the sallent provisions of the Land
reform enactments, ta train the ac-
tivists of the organisation and to
solvie land problems of the small and
marginal  farmers and  also
encroachers of government land.

The boaok is divided into two sec-
tions. In the first section, there are
five pants which deal with legal
provisions and Inthe second section
there are twao parts which containthe
land problems - suggestions and the
loopholes, defects and irregularities
experienced. This book will be very
helpful for the aciivists and groups
who are working on land issues.
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