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Is 11Is 11thth Five Year Plan National Priority?Five Year Plan National Priority?

•• GovernanceGovernance reformreform agendaagenda hashas toto bebe nationalnational

•• NonNon--compliancecompliance withwith thisthis reformreform agendaagenda byby statesstates
cannotcannot bebe anan excuseexcuse

•• PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission hashas thethe legitimacylegitimacy andand
financialfinancial toolstools (muscle?)(muscle?) toto monitormonitor andand demanddemand
compliancecompliance

•• AnnualAnnual assessmentassessment ofof statestate plansplans byby PlanningPlanning
CommissionCommission MUSTMUST focusfocus onon sixsix benchmarksbenchmarks ofof
democraticdemocratic governancegovernance



Free & fair & timely electionsFree & fair & timely elections

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission askedasked thethe MinistryMinistry ofof
P li tP li t Aff iAff i LL && J tiJ ti thth ddParliamentaryParliamentary Affairs,Affairs, LawLaw && JusticeJustice thethe progressprogress mademade
towardstowards implementationimplementation ofof recommendationsrecommendations ofof successivesuccessive
ElectionElection CommissionsCommissions forfor banningbanning criminalscriminals asas candidatescandidates
andand aa nationalnational lawlaw forfor accountabilityaccountability ofof politicalpolitical parties?parties?

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission reviewedreviewed thethe authorityauthority andand
ii ff SECSEC ii diffdiff hh hhcapacitycapacity ofof SECsSECs inin differentdifferent statesstates toto ensureensure thatthat theythey areare

empoweredempowered andand ableable toto conductconduct freefree andand fairfair electionselections toto
panchayatspanchayats andand municipalitiesmunicipalities ‘on‘on time’?time’?p yp y pp

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission stoppedstopped thethe annualannual planplan
allocationsallocations forfor thethe statestate ofof JharkhandJharkhand forfor notnot conductingconducting
panchayatpanchayat electionselections TILLTILL TODAY?TODAY?



Cont…Cont…

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission askedasked thethe MinistryMinistry ofofHasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission askedasked thethe MinistryMinistry ofof
UrbanUrban DevelopmentDevelopment andand thethe MinistryMinistry ofof UrbanUrban
HousingHousing && PovertyPoverty Alleviation,Alleviation, GovernmentGovernment ofof
I diI di hh JNNURMJNNURM dd thth f df d hh bbIndiaIndia whywhy JNNURMJNNURM andand otherother fundsfunds havehave beenbeen
givengiven toto BangaloreBangalore municipalitymunicipality andand thethe statestate ofof
Karnataka,Karnataka, eveneven thoughthough electionselections toto BangaloreBangalore,, gg gg
municipalmunicipal corporationcorporation havehave notnot beenbeen heldheld forfor thethe pastpast
threethree years?years?



Transparency & Accountability of All Transparency & Accountability of All 
Institutions of the State to CitizensInstitutions of the State to CitizensInstitutions of the State to CitizensInstitutions of the State to Citizens

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission reviewedreviewed thethe proceduresprocedures forfor
i t ti t t ff Ch iCh i dd M bM b ff iiappointmentsappointments ofof ChairsChairs andand MembersMembers ofof variousvarious

national/statenational/state commissionscommissions soso thatthat competentcompetent professionalsprofessionals
(and(and notnot retiredretired beauracratsbeauracrats andand tiredtired politicians)politicians) areare
appointed?appointed?

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission askedasked forfor aa progressprogress reviewreview
ff ff ii thth lili tt ii thth t t ?t t ?ofof reformsreforms inin thethe policepolice systemsystem inin thethe states?states?

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission mademade independentindependent socialsocial
auditsaudits compulsorycompulsory inin allall CentrallyCentrally SponsoredSponsored Schemes?Schemes?auditsaudits compulsorycompulsory inin allall CentrallyCentrally SponsoredSponsored Schemes?Schemes?

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission beenbeen monitoringmonitoring thethe
progressprogress ofof IECIEC investmentsinvestments inin differentdifferent statesstates withwith respectrespectprogressprogress ofof IECIEC investmentsinvestments inin differentdifferent statesstates withwith respectrespect
ofof eacheach CentrallyCentrally SponsoredSponsored SchemesSchemes ??



Efficient & Effective Delivery of socioEfficient & Effective Delivery of socio--
economic public serviceseconomic public serviceseconomic public serviceseconomic public services

•• DoesDoes thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission reviewreview thethe progressprogress ofof
i t ti t t dd t i it i i ff f ti if ti i ii diff tdiff t t tt t ffappointmentappointment andand trainingtraining ofof functionariesfunctionaries inin differentdifferent statesstates forfor

variousvarious CentrallyCentrally SponsoredSponsored SchemesSchemes ??

•• DoesDoes PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission havehave aa systemsystem ofof incentivisingincentivising (or(or•• DoesDoes PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission havehave aa systemsystem ofof incentivisingincentivising (or(or
otherwise)otherwise) improvedimproved performanceperformance cultureculture inin thethe departmentsdepartments thatthat
deliverdeliver thesethese servicesservices inin differentdifferent statesstates onon anan annualannual basis?basis?

•• HowHow doesdoes thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission ensureensure thatthat integratedintegrated
(urban(urban--rural),rural), participatoryparticipatory (from(from thethe grassgrass--roots)roots) andand outcomeoutcome--
orientedoriented (as(as opposedopposed toto expenditureexpenditure driven)driven) DistrictDistrict PlanningPlanning isisorientedoriented (as(as opposedopposed toto expenditureexpenditure--driven)driven) DistrictDistrict PlanningPlanning isis
systematicallysystematically andand professionallyprofessionally undertakenundertaken annuallyannually underunder thethe
jurisdictionjurisdiction ofof DistrictDistrict PlanningPlanning CommitteesCommittees (DPCs),(DPCs), asas anan
integralintegral partpart ofof thethe discussionsdiscussions onon annualannual plansplans ofof thethe states?states?



Cont…Cont…

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission usedused thethe specificspecificHasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission usedused thethe specificspecific
recommendationsrecommendations ofof SecondSecond AdministrativeAdministrative
ReformsReforms CommissionCommission withwith respectrespect toto
i ti t ii ii d lid li tt ii ththimprovementsimprovements inin serviceservice deliverydelivery toto reviewreview thethe
progressprogress beingbeing mademade byby variousvarious ministriesministries andand
statestate governments?governments?gg



Effective Devolution of Authority, Resources Effective Devolution of Authority, Resources 
and Capabilities to PRIs and municipalitiesand Capabilities to PRIs and municipalitiesand Capabilities to PRIs and municipalitiesand Capabilities to PRIs and municipalities

•• DoesDoes thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission annuallyannually reviewreview thethe progressprogress onon
devolutiondevolution toto PRIsPRIs andand municipalitiesmunicipalities inin eacheach statestate (each(each statestatedevolutiondevolution toto PRIsPRIs andand municipalitiesmunicipalities inin eacheach statestate (each(each statestate
governmentgovernment hashas signedsigned anan MOUMOU withwith MinistryMinistry ofof PanchayatiPanchayati
RajRaj andand anan MOAMOA withwith MnistryMnistry ofof UrbanUrban Development,Development,
GovernmentGovernment ofof IndiaIndia makingmaking specificspecific commitmentscommitments toto devolvedevolveGovernmentGovernment ofof IndiaIndia makingmaking specificspecific commitmentscommitments toto devolvedevolve
andand reform)?reform)? WhatWhat doesdoes itit dodo whenwhen therethere isis regressionregression (like(like inin
BiharBihar withwith respectrespect toto municipalities)?municipalities)?

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission reviewedreviewed thethe allocationallocation (or(or
absenceabsence thereof)thereof) ofof ‘exclusive’‘exclusive’ domainsdomains ofof responsibilitiesresponsibilities toto
panchayatspanchayats andand municipalitiesmunicipalities inin differentdifferent statesstates inin termsterms ofof thethepanchayatspanchayats andand municipalitiesmunicipalities inin differentdifferent statesstates inin termsterms ofof thethe
CentrallyCentrally SponsoredSponsored SchemesSchemes ?? HasHas itit incentivisedincentivised thethe practicepractice
ofof preparingpreparing separateseparate budgetarybudgetary allocationsallocations forfor allall locallocal bodiesbodies
inin statestate plansplans inin eacheach state?state?inin statestate plansplans inin eacheach state?state?



Cont…Cont…

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission beenbeen reviewingreviewing andand disdis--
i ti i ii ti i i ti titi ti d/d/ titi ff ‘ ll l‘ ll l b di ’b di ’incentivisingincentivising continuationcontinuation and/orand/or creationcreation ofof ‘parallel‘parallel bodies’bodies’
whichwhich undermineundermine thethe constitutionalconstitutional authorityauthority ofof PRIsPRIs andand
municipalities?municipalities? (Many(Many statesstates continuecontinue withwith DRDAsDRDAs;;
MPLAD /MLALADMPLAD /MLALAD t kt k f df d ff l ll l b dib diMPLADs/MLALADsMPLADs/MLALADs taketake awayaway fundsfunds fromfrom locallocal bodiesbodies;;
parapara--statalsstatals inin respectrespect ofof health,health, education,education, waterwater andand
sanitationsanitation areare flourishingflourishing inin severalseveral states)states)..

•• HasHas thethe PlanningPlanning CommissionCommission reviewedreviewed thethe lacklack ofof progressprogress
inin thethe implementationimplementation ofof PESAPESA inin tribaltribal areasareas ofof thethe country,country,
andand createdcreated anyany mechanismsmechanisms forfor linkinglinking planplan allocationsallocations toto thetheandand createdcreated anyany mechanismsmechanisms forfor linkinglinking planplan allocationsallocations toto thethe
progressprogress inin thisthis regard?regard?



There is still time!There is still time!

•• Reforms from the citizens’ perspective have notReforms from the citizens’ perspective have notReforms from the citizens  perspective have not Reforms from the citizens  perspective have not 
been made been made 

•• These ‘next’ generation reforms are urgent todayThese ‘next’ generation reforms are urgent today•• These next  generation reforms are urgent today These next  generation reforms are urgent today 

•• Can 11Can 11thth Plan be a ‘turnaround’ on governance in Plan be a ‘turnaround’ on governance in 
I di ?I di ?India? India? 


